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DATE: March 6, 2014

FROM: James Gray
GIS Coordinator
City of Athens Utilities
1806 Wilkinson St.
Athens, AL 35612
(256) 232-1440

TO: Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Staff

SUBJECT: Expression of Interest — Rural Experiment
Docket No. 10-90

Background and Nature of Submitting Entity

The City of Athens Utilities is a municipal utility that has been serving Limestone County, Alabama since
1906. We provide electric service to 40,000 customers and maintain 51,100 utility poles across
Limestone County. We also own and maintain a 14-mile fiber optic loop that supports the operation of
our internal data network.

We strive to provide our customers with quality service at a reasonable price by operating efficiently
and professionally. Athens Electric Department purchases power from TVA.
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Geographic Territory and Anchor Institutions
We anticipate that our proposed experiment will serve approximately 25,600 homes and 3,500
businesses, as well as a number of public schools—including West Limestone High, Owens Elementary,



Blue Springs Elementary, Clements High, Tanner High, and James Clemons High. Our proposed service
area includes the eligible Census blocks listed in Attachment 1.

Proposed Technology and Scalability

At this early stage in considering a pilot project, we would not limit ourselves to considering any single
technology. That said, we have personnel trained to install and maintain fiber, and have experience
deploying a fiber network for internal communications needs. In addition, a fiber network would be
cost-effectively scalable by upgrading network electronics.

We would develop service offerings and pricing as we develop our business plan.

Local Government Support for Project
Given that we are a municipal utility with a long history of serving the local community, we have the
committed support of our local government and can count on that support throughout the project.

Existing Providers
Satellite Internet is the only option for residents in much of rural Limestone County. As a broadband
technology, satellite service is inadequate due to its limited speed and capacity.

Project Timeline
We would anticipate beginning engineering and planning immediately following a notice of funding, and
would expect to complete the entire network deployment in no more than two to three years.

Total Investment

Assuming again that we would consider a fiber network, and based on the potential route miles
required to serve the homes, businesses, and schools identified above, we estimate that the project’s
total capital expense would be approximately $10 million. We do not anticipate requiring any ongoing
funding for operating or maintenance expenses.



Attachment 1: Census Blocks to Be Covered

Extremely High

High-Cost Cost
10830212003066 10830212003066
10830212003063 10830212003063
10830203001043 10830203001043
10830203002016 10830203002016
10830212003329 10830212003329
10830203002019 10830203002019
10830203001005 10830203001005
10830212003147 10830212003147
10830203002083 10830203002083
10830203003006 10830203003006
10830212003347 10830212003347
10830203002081 10830203002081
10830203002050 10830203002050
10830203001013 10830203001013
10830203001144 10830203001144
10830211004080 10830211004080
10830211004207 10830211004207
10830203001111 10830203001111
10830203003038 10830203003038
10830203001100 10830212003213
10830203003039 10830203001100
10830203003013 10830203003039
10830203003004 10830203003013
10830212001137 10830203003004
10830203001059 10830212001137
10830212001157 10830203001059
10830203001099 10830212001157
10830212003017 10830203001099
10830203003021 10830212003017
10830203002002 10830203003021
10830212001034 10830203002002
10830212003335 10830212001034
10830203002020 10830212003335
10830203002031 10830203002020
10830211004212 10830203002031




10830212001102 10830211004212
10830201012008 10830212001102
10830212001150 10830201012008
10830202022015 10830212001150
10830204012021 10830202022015
10830203001015 10830203001015
10830203001129 10830203001129
10830203001128 10830203001128
10830212001112 10830212001112
10830203003015 10830203003015
10830212002148 10830212002148
10830203001088 10830203001088
10830203003047 10830203003047
10830203001031 10830203001031
10830203003000 10830203003000
10830204013033 10830211004201
10830211004201 10830212001057
10830212001057 10830203001062
10830203001062 10830203002053
10830203002053 10830202021048
10830202021048 10830203002038
10830203002038 10830203002056
10830203002056 10830203002059
10830203002059 10830203001052
10830203001052 10830211001078
10830211001078 10830203001033
10830203001033 10830203001067
10830203001067 10830211001180
10830211001180 10830212001151
10830212002074 10830212001068
10830212001151 10830203002039
10830212001068 10830203001131
10830203002039 10830211001181
10830203001131 10830203001007
10830211001181 10830203001040
10830203001007 10830203003041
10830203001040 10830212003308
10830203003041 10830212003050
10830203003033 10830203003025




10830212003308 10830203002030
10830212002107 10830203001060
10830212003050 10830211004178
10830203003025 10830212001044
10830203002030 10830212003334
10830203001060 10830203001042
10830211004178 10830203001049
10830212001044 10830212003182
10830212003334 10830203003046
10830203001042 10830203002028
10830203001049 10830211004245
10830212003182 10830212003298
10830203003046 10830212002142
10830203002028 10830212003006
10830211004245 10830203002080
10830212003298 10830203002022
10830212002142 10830203001071
10830212002076 10830203001073
10830208012003 10830203003054
10830212003006 10830211001079
10830203002080 10830203002037
10830203002022 10830212003343
10830203001071 10830203001014
10830203001073 10830211004200
10830203003054 10830203002048
10830211001079 10830212001156
10830203002037 10830203001037
10830212003343 10830203002033
10830203001014 10830203001087
10830211004200 10830203001137
10830203002048 10830211001044
10830212001156 10830212003051
10830203001037 10830212003120
10830203002033 10830212002116
10830203001087 10830203002018
10830203001137 10830212003067
10830211001044 10830212003032
10830212003307 10830212001078
10830212003051 10830203002047




10830212003120 10830203001101
10830212002116 10830203003008
10830203002018 10830203002003
10830212003067 10830212001099
10830203001085 10830212003004
10830212003032 10830212001121
10830212001078 10830212003331
10830203002047 10830212001155
10830203001101 10830212003082
10830203003008 10830212001115
10830203002003 10830203001079
10830212001099 10830211004065
10830212003004 10830211004222
10830212001121 10830212003099
10830212003331 10830211004217
10830212001155 10830203001141
10830212003082 10830203003009
10830212001115 10830203001108
10830203001079 10830203001115
10830211004065 10830203002015
10830211004222 10830203003020
10830212003099 10830203001130
10830212002101 10830203001086
10830211004217 10830203002108
10830203001141 10830203002058
10830203003009 10830203002092
10830203001108 10830211001161
10830203001115 10830212001125
10830203002015 10830203002046
10830203003020 10830204011015
10830203001130 10830203001106
10830203001086 10830203003022
10830203002108 10830203001065
10830203002058 10830203002024
10830203002092 10830204012017
10830211001161 10830203001158
10830212001125 10830203003002
10830203002046 10830212001141
10830204011015 10830212001074




10830203001106 10830203001160
10830203003022 10830204012018
10830203001065 10830212003140
10830203002024 10830212003084
10830204012017 10830203003024
10830203001158 10830212003327
10830203003002 10830208022049
10830212001141 10830203002025
10830212001074 10830203002107
10830203001160 10830211001085
10830204012018 10830203001148
10830212003140 10830212003080
10830212003084 10830212003357
10830203003024 10830212003029
10830212003327 10830203001046
10830208022049 10830203002105
10830203002025 10830203001110
10830203002107 10830203003023
10830211001085 10830212003349
10830203001148 10830211001135
10830212003080 10830212003296
10830212003357 10830203001068
10830212003029 10830203003011
10830203001046 10830203002102
10830211004189 10830203001145
10830203002105 10830203001133
10830203001110 10830211001140
10830203003023 10830202023041
10830212003349 10830212001080
10830211001135 10830203002061
10830212003311 10830212003149
10830212003296 10830203002009
10830203001068 10830203001094
10830203003011 10830212003197
10830203002102 10830212001038
10830203001145 10830212003092
10830203001133 10830203001051
10830211001140 10830212001085
10830202023041 10830203002110




10830212001080 10830212003344
10830203002061 10830211004176
10830208023030 10830212002075
10830208012002 10830203001030
10830212003149 10830203001028
10830203002009 10830203001032
10830203001094 10830203001074
10830212003197 10830203001057
10830212001038 10830203001095
10830212003092 10830212003030
10830203001051 10830203001112
10830212001085 10830203002088
10830203002110 10830203002060
10830212003344 10830203001064
10830211004176 10830203002032
10830212002075 10830211004169
10830203001030 10830212003301
10830203001028 10830211001141
10830203002070 10830211004184
10830203001032 10830203002001
10830203001074 10830203001072
10830203001057 10830211004187
10830203001021 10830204012049
10830203001095 10830212003337
10830212003030 10830212003328
10830212003314 10830212001148
10830203002088 10830212001056
10830203002060 10830212003309
10830203001064 10830212003358
10830203002032 10830212002143
10830211004169 10830212003188
10830212003301 10830212003083
10830211001141 10830212002102
10830211004184 10830212002144
10830203002001 10830203001075
10830203001072 10830203001029
10830211004187 10830203001020
10830204012049 10830212003377
10830212003337 10830203001159




10830212003328 10830203002027
10830212001148 10830203002026
10830212001056 10830211004168
10830203001006 10830202021018
10830212003309 10830212003113
10830212003358 10830212003302
10830212002143 10830203001056
10830212003188 10830212001082
10830212003002 10830203001123
10830212003083 10830212003093
10830212002102 10830212003313
10830212002144 10830203001120
10830203001075 10830203003003
10830203001029 10830203001122
10830203001020 10830203001093
10830212003377 10830203003016
10830203001159 10830204011047
10830203002027 10830202021001
10830203002026 10830203002021
10830211004168 10830203002007
10830202021018 10830212003018
10830212002068 10830212001054
10830201012009 10830203001050
10830212003113 10890112001101
10830212003302 10890106242024
10830203001056 10890112001109
10830212001082
10830203001123
10830212003093
10830212003313
10830203001120
10830203003003
10830203001122
10830203003016
10830204011047
10830202021001
10830203002021
10830212003018
10830212001054
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10830203001050

10890112001101

10890106242024

10890112001109
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